Introduced by Council Member Dennis and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Brosche, Hazouri, Bowman, Morgan, Carter, Anderson, Wilson, Newby, Ferraro, R. Gaffney and Becton: 



RESOLUTION 2018-359
A RESOLUTION HONORING THE CAREER OF DISTRICT 4 MEDICAL EXAMINER DR. VALERIE RAO UPON HER RETIREMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Florida District 4 Medical Examiner’s Office oversees Clay, Duval, Nassau, Columbia and Hamilton counties. While most physicians endeavor to prevent illnesses and delay mortality, medical examiners are tasked with the difficult job of postmortem investigations, conducting autopsies and determining causes of death; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Valerie Rao has been the District 4 Medical Examiner for six years, and she has served the state of Florida for thirty five years in other locations; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Rao has faced numerous challenges throughout her long career, and as Jacksonville has grown, so too has the workload for the Medical Examiner’s Office. Dr. Rao has been on the front line of the opioid crisis, dealing with the harsh consequences of the epidemic, and she and her staff have endured the work increases from fluctuations in the City’s homicide rate; and

WHEREAS, Medical Examiners face tragedy every day, so lengthy tenures require grit and perseverance. Under Dr. Rao’s direction, the District 4 office recently earned accreditation from the National Association of Medical Examiners for the first time, an outstanding achievement that reflects compliance with stringent standards; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors Dr. Valerie Rao for her years of service as Medical Examiner and offers best wishes to her upon retirement.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Colleen Hampsey, City Council Research
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